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What They Didnâ€™t Teach You in Your Screenwriting CourseScreenwriters, listen up! Breakfast

with Sharks is not a book about the craft of screenwriting. This is a book about the business of

managing your screenwriting career, from advice on choosing an agent to tips on juggling three

deal-making breakfasts a day. Prescriptive and useful, Breakfast with Sharks is a real guide to

navigating the murky waters of the Hollywood system.Unlike most of the screenwriting books

available, hereâ€™s one that tells you what to do after youâ€™ve finished your surefire-hit

screenplay. Written from the perspective of Michael Lent, an in-the-trenches working screenwriter in

Hollywood, this is a real-world look into the script-to-screen business as it is practiced

today.Breakfast with Sharks is filled with useful advice on everything from the ins and outs of

moving to Los Angeles to understanding terms like â€œspec,â€• â€œoption,â€• and

â€œassignment.â€• Here youâ€™ll learn what to expect from agents and managers and who does

what in the studio hierarchy. And most important, Breakfast with Sharks will help you nail your pitch

so the studio exec canâ€™t say no.Rounded out with a Q&A section and resource lists of script

competitions, film festivals, trade associations, industry publications, and more, Breakfast with

Sharks is chock-full of â€œtake this and use it right nowâ€• information for screenwriters at any stage

of their careers.From the Trade Paperback edition.
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I bought this book at the Screenwriters Expo 2007, but I didn't read it until this year. What's

unfortunate is that I didn't read it when it first came out (2004), and, what's more unfortunate is that

it wasn't available when I first got involved in scriptwriting in 1997."Breakfast with Sharks" is a very

honest assessment of what it takes to sell a script in Hollywood. The author, although not

associated with "big" movies" (in fact, his IMDB profile only lists one film, "Cashmere," as writer),

nonetheless has obviously gone through the ringer and had the meetings, done the pitches and

written the assignments -- and lived to tell about it in a clear (and occasionally hysterically funny)

fashion. BWS is NOT about how to write a screenplay, so do not buy it for that purpose. But for what

it offers, it is an excellent read.What I liked most about BWS is that Lent suggests a five-year plan to

"make it" in Hollywood. He realizes (and points out) how this type of "dream career" can wreak

havoc with "real" life (relationships, marriages, family, "real" jobs) and takes on the role of a helpful

older brother who points out what awaits us if we decide to wade into the undertow of Hollywood's

enticing waves.Lent also is one of the few writers who addresses the harsh realities of "older"

writers who try to sell their scripts. He doesn't hold back on anything and tells it like it is. At least he

respects older writers and I appreciate his concern and sympathy for them.In addition, he obliterates

all the fairy dust and sparkle by pointing out what the handful of working screenwriters earn (85k/yr),

making it clear that the idea of writing a script and becoming an overnight millionaire probably only

happens in the movies (there... an idea for your next script!).
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